Low-grade myxoid chondrosarcoma of the temporal bone: differential diagnosis and report of two cases.
Skull base chondrosarcoma and chordoma are rare tumors that generally have a poor prognosis. In 1973, Heffelfinger et al described a chondroid variant of chordoma, called chondroid chordoma that was found to have a significantly better prognosis than classic chordoma. However, recent evidence suggests that many of the tumors diagnosed as chondroid chordoma may, in fact, be low-grade myxoid chondrosarcomas. This report presents the diagnosis and treatment of two cases of skull base tumor that were diagnosed preoperatively as schwannoma because they were thought initially to be centred on the jugular foramen. Initial histologic evaluation suggested chondroid chordoma, but immunohistologic techniques and a review of the literature led to a diagnosis of low-grade myxoid chondrosarcoma.